
re you having more kids?" she asks. like the character she plays in the upcoming Up Close and Personal, 

A 
"No," I say, "I think I'm done." which is based on the tragic life of TV newscaster Jessica Savitch. "It's 

Michelle Pfeiffer nods. "I think I'm done too. I'm not the Jessica Savitch story!" Pfeiffer says in total exasperation. "I 

80 to 90 percent sure that I'm done." She's half an don't die. It's a romance. You can do me a big favor, too, and say 

hour late for breakfast, as all women with small chil­ that." Happy to do so: let the record show, Up Close and Personal is 
dren always are. I would have been late too were I 

not scheduled to interview Michelle Pfeiffer. She apologizes unnecessarily, 

saying that she and her husband, TV writer-producer David Kelley (cre­

ator of Chicago Hope and Picket Fences), and their two kids are playing 

host to Pfeiffer's sister and family, which includes a seven-week-old infant. 

"David looked at me this morning and whispered, 'Man, I don't want 

another of those right now.''' As she explains it, "Because. all you can 

think about is how tired my sister is when you look at her face." 

It can be jarring to encounter movie stars in the flesh; there's always 

some weirdness about their physical person that translates to the screen 

as star power, even if it's just an oversize head or an unseemly abundance 

ill a 

not the Jessica Savitch story, and Michelle Pfeiffer is not neurotic. 

Still, I'm thinking she must necessarily go into any interview feeling 

prescrewed, having had her personal life pruriently probed by the likes 

of People magazine, which in 1992 gleefully interviewed the 17-year­

old with whom her then-boyfriend, Fisher Stevens, mayor may not 

have been c6ndlicting a kissing tryst. The indelicacy of such coverage 

is certainly enough to put you off your satellite feed for good. Indeed, 

Pfeiffer's been described as Garboesque in her pursuit of privacy, 

though she prefers to describe herself as a "prude." 

When she married Kelley in 1993, the two sprang a surprise wed­

ding on friends who thought they were attending the christening of the 
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Now that she's arrived, has Michelle Pfeiffer gotten bored with stardom?� 

By Hillary Johnson� 

of energy. Nlichelle Pfeiffer doesn't jar. She comes across as an exquisjtely 

proportioned human being, inside and out. It creeps me out, usually, 

when movie stars go off on the bliss of parenthood. So I like the fact that 

Pfeiffer starts out sounding so frazzled. "But they're very seductive," she 

sighs, "the little babies." 

For our breakfast at the Four Seasons, Pfeiffer is dressed down, as 

expected, in jeans, a brown corduroy jacket, and black T-shirt. Many 

people had a hard time buying the notion of her as an inner-city high­

school teacher in last summer's Dangerous Minds. To me, she looks like 

she actually could be a high-school teacher, and not just because she's 

wearing corduroy. She carries herself with easy conviction; you wouldn't 

want to mess with het; but you'd definitely trust her in a pinch. 

Frankly, I'm expecting Pfeiffer to be more neurotic than she is, more 

couple's newly adopted daughter, Claudia Rose. Such a stunt seems 

more romantic than fearful, and there were, reportedly, no other 

celebrities in attendance. The couple now have two children, Claudia 

Rose, three, and John, one and a half. 

Which may be why Pfeiffer is obsessing about the pros and cons of 

Los Angeles and thoughts of greener playgrounds and better school dis­

tricts-something everyone gets around to as soon as they've parked 

their car, but which is particularly urgent for this movie star right now. 

"I was just on the East Coast," she starts in, "and we think a lot about 

moving back there. The thing about L.A. is, you can carve out your own 

world, which is nice. For better and for worse, Los Angeles is a place 

where anything goes. I really do like that. Sometimes you feel that it 

lacks a moral fabric, in the sense of conununity, and yet what I really like 

"She carries herself with easy conviction;� 




